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Washington–Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st-MA) announced                that the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has awarded                $112,500 to the Williams College Museum of Art. IMLS is a federal                agency that supports museums and libraries.

               "The fact that the museum was awarded the maximum amount possible                in this grant competition is a tribute to the institution's caliber,"                Olver said.

               The IMLS grants are awarded to museums that demonstrate excellence                in all areas of museum operations, including collections care, exhibitions                and educational programming. Grants are awarded based on the overall                strength and quality of the applicants as evaluated by museum professionals                across the nation who serve as peer reviewers.

               "The Williams Museum of Art is a jewel in the crown of a vibrant                artistic community in Berkshire County," Olver added. "This                funding will help the museum to continue its traditional of excellence."

               Olver was an advocate for the museum's application during the funding                round of the evaluation process.

               The funds have been awarded for ongoing institutional activities,                such as conservation of a collection or enhancement of educational                programs.

               For more information about the Williams College Museum of Art, contact                Linda Shearer at (413) 597-2429.
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